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Almost 22 years ago, when I was 22, I walked down 
the aisle of the EIU Newman Center’s Philip Neri 
Chapel and promised to be true to Brian (‘99) as 
long as we both shall live. The time has gone 
quickly...and sometimes very slowly. There have 
been good times and bad times. There has been for 
better...and some have been for worse. Stressful 
jobs, moves, infertility, special needs, loss, and 
grief, as well as immense joy, have all been part of 
our story. 

If it hadn’t been for my mom spying the Newman 
Center posters around campus my first day at EIU, 
our story may have turned out much differently. My 
parents helped lay the foundation of my faith, and 
Newman helped mature it. Because of Newman, I 
began to learn how to apply my faith to the many 
ups and downs that make up a life. 

Newman taught me to frequent the sacraments of 
Confession and The Eucharist. Communion has 
nourished and strengthened my family. 
Reconciliation has helped my family amend our 
relationships with each other and with God. 

The Ripple of the Newman Center              Jamie Hethke Talley  ‘00, ‘02 

Newman also taught me two significant lessons. 
When I was a freshman, I attended a Newman-
sponsored retreat, and I learned about “dying to 
myself.” Little did I know how invaluable this 
concept would be for my job and in my vocation. “I 
must decrease,” so that someone else’s needs can be 
met. In tandem with this lesson, I learned the 
importance of becoming a gift to others, as it was 
modeled for me through the vast volunteer 
opportunities at the Newman Center. Becoming a gift 
to others is at the foundation of marriage and all 
relationships. My life is a gift from the Father - meant 
to be given back to Him by means of giving to those 
around me. I can be a gift to the driver I allow to 
merge in front of me...to the grocery store employee I 
thank...to the relative who expresses a differing 
viewpoint...to the friend I change  my plans for...to 
the child I wake for in the middle of the night… The 
Newman Center taught me that my life is not meant 
to be lived for myself. The impact the EIU Newman 
Center has had on my life is tremendous. The effects 
have rippled into Brian’s life and now my children’s 
lives, and I am endlessly grateful. 

Jamie and Brian’s wedding on August 11, 2001  

St. Philip Neri Chapel 

Jamie and Brian Talley along with their children, 

Sam, Will, and Clare 
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Being a part of the 
Newman Community has 
been the biggest blessing 
of my college experience. 
As a student at Lake Land 
College, I was searching 
for something to “fill my 
cup.” I longed to be part of 
a community of faithful 
college students, but 
didn’t know where to find 
one. Thankfully, a friend 
who was attending EIU 
invited me to the Newman 
Center during my freshman year. When I came to visit, 
I was immediately amazed by the hospitality, kindness, 
and faith of the people who welcomed me with open 
arms. I began making weekly visits my sophomore 
year. On Wednesdays, I would drive to Charleston 
after my classes were done so that I could join a small 
group, go to Adoration, and Works of HeArt. I 
cherished these moments so much, especially because 
they gave me something to look forward to in the 
midst of online classes and all things COVID-19.  

The Newman Center eventually became the main 
reason I transferred to EIU. I never considered 
attending EIU, but when Newman became my second 
home, choosing here as the next step only made sense. 
I couldn’t ignore the feeling of belonging that Newman 
gave me. God taught me that His plan is greater! To 

 

When I was in high school, there were two things I heard about before I ever visited 
EIU. Those “things” were Roy Lanham and the Newman Catholic Center. Since 
arriving in the fall of 2019, I have come to know both quite well. Today, for time's 
sake we will focus on the latter.  

My perception of Newman was a church for students. Not much would be different than 
my home parish, other than a small group or two. Boy was I wrong. I found that the 
Newman Center offers countless opportunities to be formed both spiritually and 
physically. My freshman year I jumped into every opportunity I could find. A majority 
of my friendships at EIU were rooted in our common interests of faith and service 
which looking back has been a huge blessing. My sophomore year, I joined the 
leadership team and have been privileged to work alongside amazing student leaders 
that make the Newman Center what it is. I have also spent time leading our college 
Knights of Columbus council where I witnessed tremendous growth in our members, 
including myself.  

As the other side of the stage draws closer, I am grateful for every experience I have 
been blessed with and the people who helped make it happen.  

this day, that is still true. My reality is better than I could’ve 
imagined! I spend almost every day of the week at Newman 
because it brings me joy. Small groups, one-on-one 
meetings with a campus minister, the After School 
Program, Works of HeArt, and service trips are just a few 
examples of ways I love to spend my time at the Newman 
Center.  

The greatest gifts I’ve received are leadership skills, quality 
friendships, and faith formation. During my first year at 
EIU, I was asked to be part of the leadership team. At first, 
I didn’t feel like much of a leader, but we had a retreat that 
fueled my faith and gave me direction. I felt compelled to 
lead a small group, and God has truly been working in this 
amazing group of young women every week. I’ve found 
passion in being a disciple through various Newman 
leadership opportunities. The friendships that have formed 
because of Newman are deeper than most, and they are 
Christ centered. This community gave me strength and faith 
as they prayed for me when I had a severe eye infection last 
year. They continue to give me strength, because the 
Newman family is always there for each other! My 
relationship with the Lord has become so much stronger in 
the past few years, thanks to prayer opportunities such as 
bible studies, retreats, and especially the sacraments. I’m 
learning what it means to have a personal relationship with 
God. I can’t imagine who I would be without Newman. I 
can confidently say that I’ve become a better version of 
myself, and I have a deeper understanding of who I am 
because of Newman.  

 

Macy Vogt ‘23 

   Brian Barrett ‘23 



  

 
Our Vision Statement:  To invite the EIU Community into transforming  

relationships with Christ and one another,  
empowering all to create a lasting impact in the world. 

Blake Malatestinic ‘21, ‘23 

Students for Life                                          isabel lee ‘23 

We read in the Psalms “You 
changed my mourning into 
dancing; you took off my 
sackcloth and clothed me 
with gladness... O Lord, my 
God, forever will I give you 
thanks.” In my six years at 
Eastern Illinois, this psalm 
echoed behind the curtains. It 
was not until this past week 
that this psalm came out 
from the shadows for me to 
see.  

The Newman Catholic 
Center has been a refuge for me in life’s most treacherous 
waters. It was the place that I came to as a lonely freshman. 
It was the place that I came when I was abandoned. It was 
the place where I came to find hope, beauty, and truth. 
Now, Bishop Barron and John Paul II had deep insights 
into how God works. We see that when we give to God, He 

 

gives it right back to us, but in a way that is fuller than 
before. The premier example is the Eucharist.  

At Mass, we offer up creation to God through the mode of 
bread and wine. What does He do? He returns it back to us 
as His own Body and Blood. How beautiful. The same goes 
for serving others. We serve others not to receive. We do 
not give for the sake of receiving. We give because we are 
serving Christ himself (Matthew 25). But God does not 
waste anything. He fills us with grace when we empty 
ourselves. That is what I have experienced in my time here 
at the Newman Catholic Community. The community 
invited me out of myself. I only then was able to see graces 
of Christian service, human experience, suffering, and joy 
beyond anything I ever have. The community is made up of 
so many individuals that I have learned from. It was in my 
deficiencies that others helped me fill in the gaps of my own 
heart. For that, I am forever grateful that the Lord has 
created so many unique disciples that I have met here. The 
Newman Catholic Community turned my mourning into 
dancing, clothed me with gladness, and taught me how to 
give thanks. For that, I will be forever thankful.  

Our first event this semester was on September 15th, Taco ‘bout Life. 
Students gathered, ate tacos, and watched a video about the importance of 
life. This led to fruitful conversations about the importance of each 
person, especially children in the womb. We discussed how we, as 
students, can impact children in our own lives today.  
 

40 Days of Prayer for Life started on September 28th with a Rosary for 
Life. Throughout these 40 days, students prayed for all stages of life from 
the womb to the tomb. On October 5th the Newman Center hosted a day 
of prayer for life. On this day more than 50 students prayed for life in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament from 9 am to 9 pm in the Newman Chapel. 

Most recently to end the 40 Days of Prayer 
we had a Prayer Vigil for life on November 
2nd, All Souls Day. To remember so many 
important lives, Students for Life displayed 
25 crosses on campus. Each cross 
represented those who have lost their lives 
due to abortion, war, cancer, domestic abuse 
and more. At 8 pm students processed to 
campus and a candle was lit to honor each 
group of people.  

 

 

Taco ‘bout Life Dinner and Video 

2022 Julian Hamerski Leadership Award Winners (Cont.)         

 

Prayer Vigil for Life - In Memory of all Souls 

 



 

 

 
 
We like to ask our Newman Mission Circle 
Partners why they choose to be monthly 
donors. Chris and Sam Laingen both work for 
EIU, and Sam’s response is below.  
 

 
Since venturing away from my family parish after high school, I 
have lived in many college communities. I always found the 
Newman Catholic Centers to be welcoming and “home” when I 
came to a new college community. 
 
When we moved to Charleston, it was no different. We felt 
comfortable and accepted immediately. We appreciated the many 
ministries offered to the students and faculty. We loved seeing the 
students we worked with and celebrating our Christian faith with 
them. 

Both of our children were baptized in St. Philip Neri Chapel and 
began their faith journey at the Newman Catholic Center. Though 
we regularly attend the Mass at St. Charles Borromeo now that our 
children attend Faith Formation classes, we know we are rooted in 
the strong community St. Charles Borromeo and Newman share. We 
love feeling at home and welcome at the events held for students and 
staff. 

Supporting the Newman Catholic Center is our way of paying-it-forward to others who seek a new “home” where 
they are welcome to worship Christ and feel His love. Each Newman Catholic Center I attended provided a quiet 
time and space for me to reflect and re-center during my adult life. We appreciate the EIU Newman Catholic Center 
provides this for our students and want to support this mission.  

We are asking YOU, our Alumni, Faculty, and Friends to help Newman’s Mission by continuing to make a difference 
in the lives of our students, therefore making a difference in our churches and communities. When you join the 
Newman Mission Circle at $10 or more a month, your legacy and love for Newman will continue to allow us to do 
the work of the Holy Spirit on campus. As a Mission Circle Partner, 
you graciously allow the mission of the Newman Center to 
continue to grow. This campus thirsts for the love of Christ and, 
together, we can help more people encounter the truth and beauty 
of the Gospel. By partnering with us, you help create a lasting 
impact on the campus of EIU and the world. Your gifts will be 
added to the annual fund for Campus Ministry. The funds will be 
used to help aid this ministry in student formation, retreats, forming 
leaders, and providing opportunities for service and fellowship. 

If you would like more information about our Newman Mission 
Circle, what it looks like for our donors, and how it benefits the 
Newman Center, please check out our website, call Maureen at  
217-348-0188, or email at msmith@eiunewman.org. 
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2 Corinthians 9:7  

Chris and Mary (Sam) Laingen  

With their children, Kenneth and Edy 

  

@NewmanEIU @eiunewmancenter 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver  


