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Sitting down to write this, 
the title “Growth and 
Renewal” immediately 
comes to mind. Not only 
has this been my 
experience during my four 
years at EIU and Newman, 
but this is what our 
relationship with God 
serves for us. In Him we 
find an opportunity to 
grow and renew our spirits. 
In a world constantly 

chasing tomorrow, I sometimes forget to just “be”. 
Fortunately, the Newman Catholic Community has 
always served as a reminder to slow down and be 
present to the here and now. 

I am grateful for the countless hours of prayer I’ve 
been privileged to take part in over the years, as well 
as the wonderful company who prayed alongside me. 
Additionally, I’m blessed to  have been given many 
opportunities to grow as a leader. 

Throughout my time with Newman, I have cantored 
at Mass, led a small group, served on Newman’s 
leadership team, tutored in the After School Program, 
and attended as well as planned retreats based on 

“Though we are all pilgrims, 

you gave me a  

place to plant roots.”  

By Emily Rogers, Campus Minister  
Growth and Renewal By Erin Zurek ‘21, Lisle, IL  

ASB 2018: Big Oak Boys Ranch  

faith, social justice, and prayer. The welcoming 
environment and emphasis on hospitality 
encouraged me to deepen my involvement with 
the Church and to speak out on issues of social 
justice. These four years have given me the tools to 
use my voice to lift others up and to become a 
steward of my relationship with God, something 
that I sorely needed. 

As I close this chapter of my life, I look forward to 
further deepening my faith and advocating for 
others. Thank you to all the donors and supporters 
of Newman who have allowed the community to 
be a space of growth and renewal for the students 
of EIU; know that you are in my prayers. Thank you 
to all the students I’ve encountered at Newman, 
for showing me the beauty of being in fellowship. 
Lastly, thank you to the staff of Newman. Though 
we are all pilgrims, you gave me a place to plant 
roots. 

Erin (bottom left)  Spring 2019: Panther Awakening 4 

 
THANK YOU!   THANK YOU!   THANK YOU! 

Our annual Phone-A-Thon was held in the Newman basement from January 
25th through March 15th. We are so grateful for all 316 of you who answered 
and said “yes” to our callers and to the 108 who said “maybe.”  If you missed a 
call and would still like to donate, please use the attached envelope and write 
“Phone-A-Thon” in the memo field of your check.   

Our 15 very hard-working students called over 8700 Newman friends, faculty, 
staff, and parents and reached over $20,000 in pledges! 
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On July 20, 2019 at the wedding of Bill and Marcela in Ecuador, EIU graduates gather  

for a photo! Kevin ‘10 and Abby ‘11 (Petrosky) Martin, Bill Wolf ‘10,  

Susie ‘07 (Wolf) Brooks, along with Sher and Roy Lanham.  

By Bill wolf ‘10  

College & Faith: Reflecting on Time Spent 

at Newman 

Ten years later, I'm married to a woman I met in a 
small group I joined in graduate school, and I'm 
working as a professor of Physics and Astronomy 
at the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire. As I 
write this in the middle of a pandemic, the lasting 
context Newman helped imbue within me is 
invaluable for living out my faith in a time where 
normal outlets are unavailable or unsafe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It is hard to believe that we will be married 25 years this 
summer by Newman’s own Father Robert Myer (Father 
Bob). In our lifetimes, he was the best priest we’ve ever 
known. We might not have gotten this far if, you 
guessed it, Roy Lanham had not introduced us.  
 
Theresa (Terri), who had been very active at Newman 
and the founding member of EIU's Habitat for Humanity 
Campus Chapter, was graduating from EIU with her B.A. 
in the Fall of 1993. Jason was finishing up his first tour as 
an Army Soldier and was coming to EIU in Spring of 
1994. Terri was looking to sub-let her apartment, and 
Jason's cousin Fred Trotter, who is also an EIU grad, told 
him to contact Roy to see if he knew of any housing 
becoming available, just as Terri asked Roy if he knew 
anyone looking to sub-let.   
 
Terri returned to EIU in the Spring of 1994 to pursue a 
graduate degree in Communication, while Jason started 
his undergrad program. We reconnected at Ash 
Wednesday Mass, and that meeting set in motion many 
shared activities for us at Newman (at the old 9th St. 

25 years later... By Jason ‘97 and Theresa (Veglia) ‘93, ’97 Anderson  

location). In Fall of 1995, we were engaged during 
Wednesday evening mass at the 9th Street Chapel. 
We were married in the Summer of 1996 and  
renewed our vows in the New church during a visit 
in 2007. 
 
Jason’s best memories, and why he still supports 
the Newman Center, was his bonding with Roy, his 
passion to help any student, and his vision to build 
the "new" building. Jason and Roy spent many days 
working on falling plaster, leaking pipes, crooked 
doors, fixing flat tires, and cutting the grass at the 
empty lot where the new church would be built. 
Jason was very active in Newman as part-time 
janitor; After School Program driver; Student 
Volunteer Center Intern; Habitat for Humanity work 
trips, and Knights of Columbus.  

One of Terri’s vivid memories was 1991 
Thanksgiving Dinner, where Newman echoed the 
miracle of the “loaves and fishes” as all who 
attended were well fed. Terri was active in: St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, choir/cantor, retreats,  
Stations of the Cross Theatre Troope, Alternative 
Spring Break, Habitat for Humanity, Student 
Volunteer Center Intern among other activities. 
 
Jason and Terri have two adult children, moved 15 
times, and are now living in Indiana. Jason retired 
from the Army as a Lieutenant Colonel in 2019 after 
a tour in Kosovo, 3 tours in Iraq, and a tour in 
Afghanistan. He is now working on starting his own 
toy reselling business (https://trilogytoys.com). Terri 
teaches Communication Studies at Ivy Tech 
Community College. Newman continues to be our 
“Home church”. Thanks to the Newman family, we 
know we always have a faith community to call 
“Home”. 

https://trilogytoys.com


  

 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To invite the EIU Community into transforming  
relationships with Christ and one another,  
empowering all to create a lasting impact in the world. 

Students gather in the basement of Newman for the annual  

Super Bowl Party. 

Students, staff, & community members (pictured with Bishop Paprocki) attend the Springfield March for Life! 

Works of HeArt: Students gather to paint pictures for  

Mother’s Day baskets for expecting moms. 

A sneak peek at the beautiful vines created by Lorlei Sims (local blacksmith) for our 

Grotto. Once completed, the vines will hold candles for prayer intentions. 

Newman Hangout: Students meet on Thursday nights in the lounge to 

participate in a variety of games. 



 

 

 

Find us on the Web! 
www.eiunewman.org   
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This year, we started a monthly video series. These monthly 
videos will help us keep you informed of the many activities 
that take place as part of this Newman Community. They also 
allow us to introduce you to some of our students and show 
the impact these activities have on their lives, especially in their 
faith.  

If you would like your email address added to the monthly list, 
please contact Maureen at 
msmith@eiunewman.org and 
she will be sure to add you! 

To see the previous videos, 
you can go to youtube.com 
and search for EIU Newman 
Catholic Community. Please 
feel free to reach out to us 
with any questions. 


